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Materials:Materials:  
QQuuaarrtt--ssiizzeedd  ZZiippLLoocc™™  ffrreeeezzeerr  bbaaggss  oorr  WWhhiirrllPPaacc™™  bbaaggss  
DDiissppoossaabbllee  gglloovveess  ((nnoonn--ttaallcceedd  llaatteexx  oorr  tthhee  lliikkee))  
FFrroozzeenn  ggeell  ppaacckkss  ((BBlluuee  IIccee™™  oorr  ssiimmiillaarr))  
CCoooolleerr  
  
BBllaacckk  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  mmaarrkkeerr  
BBeeee  AAlleerrtt  SSaammppllee  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  FFoorrmm  aanndd  PPeenn  
  
Tips:Tips:  
DDiissppoossaabbllee  gglloovveess  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  aatt  aannyy  hhaarrddwwaarree  ssttoorree..    ZZiippLLoocc™™  ffrreeeezzeerr  bbaaggss  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  aatt  
tthhee  ggrroocceerryy  ssttoorree..    YYoouurr  llooccaall  pphhaarrmmaaccyy  oorr  vveetteerriinnaarriiaann  rreecceeiivveess  sshhiippmmeennttss  iinn  ddiissppoossaabbllee  ccoooolleerrss;;  
aasskk  aanndd  yyoouu  mmaayy  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ggeett  sshhiippppiinngg  ccoooolleerrss  ffoorr  ffrreeee..    Procedures:    
  
SSaammppllee  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  aanndd  OOrrddeerr  FFoorrmm::  
Before  you  leave  to  go  out  to  the  apiary,Before you leave to go out to the apiary,  ggoo  ttoo  http://www.beealert.infohttp://www.beealert.info  aanndd  pprriinntt  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  
BBeeee  AAlleerrtt  SSaammppllee  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  FFoorrmm  ffoorr  eeaacchh  ssaammppllee  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg..    YYoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd  oonnee  
ccoommpplleetteedd  ffoorrmm  ffoorr  eeaacchh  bbeeee  ssaammppllee  yyoouu  sseenndd..    
  
IInn  tthhee  aappiiaarryy,,  aassssiiggnn  eeaacchh  hhiivvee  yyoouu  iinntteenndd  ttoo  ssaammppllee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  mmaarrkk  eeaacchh  hhiivvee  
wwiitthh  iittss  nnuummbbeerr..    YYoouu  wwiillll  mmaarrkk  eeaacchh  ssaammppllee  bbaagg  wwiitthh  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  hhiivvee  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  
ssaammppllee  wwaass  ttaakkeenn..  
  
FFiillll  oouutt  aa  SSaammppllee  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  FFoorrmm  ffoorr  eeaacchh  bbeeee  ssaammppllee  uussiinngg  aa  ppeenn  wwiitthh  wwaatteerr  rreessiissttaanntt  iinnkk,,  aanndd  
sseenndd  tthhee  ffoorrmmss  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ssaammppllee  sshhiippmmeenntt..    OOnn  tthhiiss  ffoorrmm,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  aallssoo  bbee  aasskkeedd  ttoo  cchheecckk  
bbooxxeess  iinnddiiccaattiinngg  tthhee  ttyyppeess  ooff  aannaallyyssiiss  tthhaatt  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddoonnee;;  tthhaatt  iiss,,vviirruuss  ssccrreeeenniinngg,,  
ppeessttiicciiddeess,,  aaddvvaanncceedd  pprroocceedduurreess  lliikkee  PPCCRR  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  ssppeecciiffiicc  ppaatthhooggeennss,,  aanndd  ccrruuddee  pprrootteeiinn..  
  
PPlleeaassee,,  ddoo  nnoott  ppllaaccee  tthhee  SSaammppllee  DDeessccrriippttiioonn  FFoorrmm  iinnssiiddee  tthhee  bbaagg  wwiitthh  tthhee  bbeeeess..    WWee  
rreeccoommmmeenndd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  sseenndd  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  tthheessee  ffoorrmmss  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaammpplleess,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  kkeeeepp  
tthhee  oorriiggiinnaallss  ffoorr  yyoouurr  rreeccoorrddss..  
 
Sampling in the Beeyard: 
EEaacchh  ssaammppllee  bbaagg  sshhoouulldd  oonnllyy  ccoonnttaaiinn  bbeeeess,,  oorr  wwaaxx,,  oorr  ppoolllleenn  ffrroomm  aa  ssiinnggllee  hhiivvee..    WWee  ccaann  ssccrreeeenn  
ssaammpplleess  ffoorr  vviirruusseess,,  NNoosseemmaa,,  ppeessttiicciiddeess,,  aanndd  ccoonndduucctt  ootthheerr  tteessttss,,  aass  wwaarrrraanntteedd..    HHoowweevveerr,,  iiff  yyoouu  
ccoommbbiinnee  ssaammpplleess,,  wwee  ccaann’’tt  sseeppaarraattee  tthheemm  oorr  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  hhooww  vvaarriiaabbllee  aanndd  eexxtteennssiivvee  aannyy  ddiisseeaassee  
oorr  pprroobblleemm  iiss  iinn  yyoouurr  bbeeeeyyaarrddss..    WWee  ccaann  aallwwaayyss  ccoommbbiinnee  ssaammpplleess  ttoo  rreedduuccee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssaammpplleess  
aanndd  ccoossttss,,  bbuutt  wwee  wwiillll  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  sseeee  wwhheetthheerr  ccoolloonniieess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  aappiiaarryy  oorr  bbeeee  
ooppeerraattiioonn  aarree  ssiimmiillaarr  oorr  ddiissssiimmiillaarr  bbeeffoorree  ddeecciiddiinngg  oonn  tthhee  bbeesstt  ccoouurrssee  ooff  aaccttiioonn  ––  aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  
cchheecckk  wwiitthh  yyoouu  bbeeffoorree  pprroocceeeeddiinngg  wwiitthh  aannyy  ccoommbbiinniinngg  ooff  ssaammpplleess..  

Sample Collection Procedure

http://www.beealert.info/


  
SSaammppllee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  SStteeppss::  

1.1.  Wear  disposable  gloves  to  avoid  contamination  of  the  sample.      Wear disposable gloves to avoid contamination of the sample.
2.2.  Change  gloves  between  hives  to  avoid  cross-contaminating  samples.  Change gloves between hives to avoid cross-contaminating samples.
3.3.  Mark  each  sample  bag  with  the  hive  number,  location,  sample  type  (e.g.  bees,  wax,  

pollen)  and  date,  using  a  permanent  marker.    Use  a  black  marker  pen  to  label  the  sample  
bags,  being  sure  to  indicate  type  of  bees  (brood  nest,  honey  super,  forager)  on  the  Sample  
Description  Form.      

Mark each sample bag with the hive number, location, sample type (e.g. bees, wax,
pollen) and date, using a permanent marker. Use a black marker pen to label the sample
bags, being sure to indicate type of bees (brood nest, honey super, forager) on the Sample
Description Form.

4.4.  Shake  at  least  60  bees  into  sample  bag,  press  out  excess  air,  and  seal  (That’s  
approximately1/4of  a  pint  size  bag).      
Shake at least 60 bees into sample bag, press out excess air, and seal (That’s
approximately1/4of a pint size bag).

5.5.  For  wax,  cut  out  a  2x2  inch  or  larger  square  from  a  brood  or  honey  frame  (indicate  which  
type  of  frame  on  the  Sample  form).  
For wax, cut out a 2x2 inch or larger square from a brood or honey frame (indicate which
type of frame on the Sample form).

6.6.  For  pollen,  send  pollen  from  comb  (minimum  of  30  cells)  or  pollen  trap  (2  tablespoons  or  
more)  (indicate  which  type  of  sample,  in  hive  or  hive  trap,  on  the  Sample  form).  
For pollen, send pollen from comb (minimum of 30 cells) or pollen trap (2 tablespoons or
more) (indicate which type of sample, in hive or hive trap, on the Sample form).

7.7.  Then  place  the  sample  in  cooler  UNDER  frozen  Blue  Ice™  gels  or  dry  ice.      Then place the sample in cooler UNDER frozen Blue Ice™ gels or dry ice.
8.8.  Refrigerate  until  shipped.    Refrigerate until shipped.

  
IImmppoorrttaanntt  SShhiippppiinngg  IInnssttrruuccttiioonnss::  

••  DO  NOT  freeze  sample,  put  in  alcohol  or  any  other  solution  (you  will  break  up  the  
pathogen).    
DO NOT freeze sample, put in alcohol or any other solution (you will break up the
pathogen).

••  DO  NOT  use  regular  ice  (it  is  likely  to  melt  and  contaminant  the  samples)  DO NOT use regular ice (it is likely to melt and contaminant the samples)

••  Do  not  ship  on  Friday  or  over  the  weekend  (you  want  to  avoid  samples  sitting  in  a  
warehouse  or  truck  for  2-3  days).    
Do not ship on Friday or over the weekend (you want to avoid samples sitting in a
warehouse or truck for 2-3 days).

••  Call  before  you  ship  to  discuss  your  analysis  needs  and  to  give  us  a  tracking  number.  Call before you ship to discuss your analysis needs and to give us a tracking number.

••  Ship  samples  in  insulated  cooler  with  frozen  ice  gels  by  overnight  delivery  to:  Ship samples in insulated cooler with frozen ice gels by overnight delivery to:

BBeeee  AAlleerrtt  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy,,  IInncc..  

11662200  RRooddggeerrss  SStt,,  SSuuiittee  11  

MMiissssoouullaa,,  MMTT    5599881122  

PPhhoonnee::  440066--554411--33116600    

  


	Materials:
	Quart-sized ZipLoc™ freezer bags or WhirlPac™ bags
	Disposable gloves (non-talced latex or the like)
	Frozen gel packs (Blue Ice™ or similar)
	Cooler
	Black permanent marker
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